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In the wake of a world forever reshaped by the Ukraine War, 'Defending The Future’
materializes as the ultimate roadmap to strengthening global cyber resilience and
fortifying our interconnected digital world. This riveting narrative uncovers the
grave intersections of cyber defense, security cooperation, and global stability in
the boisterous aftermath of one of our most momentous geopolitical events.

In 'Defending The Future’, readers embark on a journey into the intricacies of U.S

cyberspace security cooperation and observe the unfolding evolution of

international cyber capacity building. The book unearths the threads of intention,

the ominous perceptions of rising tensions, and the ever-growing capacity for
cyber warfare in a digitally interconnected world.

With a keen eye on the past and a vision for the future, this book employs insightful
analysis and foresight to unravel the complexities of cyberspace conflict. As the
realm of digital threats continues to expand, it offers an indispensable guide for
crafting robust strategies and cooperative security pacts and alliances, equipping
the United States, its Allies and partners, governments, and organizations with the
knowledge and tools needed to secure our shared digital future.

A must-read for policymakers, foreign service & desk officers, cybersecurity

practitioners, and anyone intrigued by the interplay of geopolitics, global security,

and technology. 'Defending The Future' presents a compelling narrative that
educates and inspires.

Step into a future where collaborative cyber defense is paramount, and integrated
deterrence is the key to safeguarding our democracy in the U.S. and beyond. The
future awaits, and it's time to defend it.

'Defending The Future’ is your guide to navigating the complex landscape of
cyberspace security cooperation in a post-Ukraine War era.
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Dedication

To my family,

This book is dedicated to the unwavering support and love
you have shown me throughout my life. Your encouragement
and belief in my dreams have been the driving force behind my
journey, and I am eternally grateful for everything you have
done for me.

As an immigrant and first-generation American, I carried
with me the dreams I had since [ was a young boy. Growing up,
I aspired to become a G.I. Joe, “America’s fighting man,” who
wanted to make the world a better place. Little did I know that
my path would indeed lead me to become just that.

My journey has been filled with challenges and adversity

in both my military and civilian career. However, your support
and unwavering belief in me have been my constant source of
strength. You taught me the values of hard work, perseverance,
and the importance of making a difference in the world.

This book is a testament to my efforts to make the world a
better place despite the obstacles that stood in my way. It is a
reflection of the sacrifices you made and the sacrifices we
endured as a family. It is a tribute to the resilience and
determination that runs in our blood, passed down through
generations.




MOHAMED AMER

Thank you for standing by me, for believing in my dreams,
and for being the foundation upon which I built my life. This
book is as much yours as it is mine, and I hope it serves as a
reminder that with love, support, and determination, we can
overcome anything life throws our way.

With all my love and gratitude,

Mohamed Amer.
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Preface

Welcome to “Defending The Future: Advancing U.S.
Cyberspace Security Cooperation in the Post-Ukraine War
Era.” This book is an essential resource born out of a pressing
need in the market for comprehensive guides and references on
cyberspace security cooperation. Its aim is to fill the gap and
provide practitioners with a valuable tool for navigating the
complexities of this field.

One of the primary motivations behind writing this book is
the lack of available resources and practical guides that
specifically address the intricacies of cyberspace security
cooperation within U.S. foreign policy. As cyber threats
continue to evolve and intensify, the importance of
collaboration across borders has become paramount. Yet, there
has been a dearth of comprehensive guidance for newcomers
and even seasoned practitioners with limited cyber experience.
This book endeavors to be the first of its kind, incorporating
everything one needs to know about U.S. cyberspace security
cooperation, making it accessible to individuals from diverse
backgrounds.

Within the pages of this book, we cover a wide range of
topics critical to understanding and effectively engaging in
cyberspace security cooperation. We explore the concept of
integrated deterrence in cyberspace, examine the strategies and
techniques of Advise & Assist (A&A), and delve into the
complexities of Hunt Forward Operations (HFOs).
Additionally, we address key aspects such as DOD’s Title 10
and DoS’s Title 22, cyberspace security cooperation force
providers and stakeholders, Foreign Military Sales (FMS),
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Foreign Military Financing (FMF), Computer Security Incident
Response Team (CSIRT) Assistance Programs, and the FBI
Cyber Action Team (CAT), as well as Significant Security
Cooperation Initiatives (SSCIs) Assessment, Monitoring, and
Evaluation (AM&E) activities. By encompassing these
essential elements, this resource aims to equip readers with a
comprehensive understanding and practical guide of the field.

The book caters to two distinct audiences: newcomers
entering the field of cyberspace security cooperation and
experienced policymakers and practitioners. For those new to
the field, we provide a solid foundation by explaining
fundamental concepts, terminologies, and challenges in the
cyberspace domain. Our goal is to demystify complex technical
jargon and make the core principles of cyberspace security
cooperation accessible to individuals new to the field.

For experienced policymakers and practitioners, this book
goes beyond the basics. We explore advanced strategies,
emerging trends, and international best practices in cyber
capacity building and international cooperation. Through the
insights of renowned contributors, we offer numerous case
studies and valuable insights that can inform decision-making
processes and enhance the effectiveness of seasoned
professionals supporting security cooperation roles within the
DOD and beyond.

Throughout the book, we emphasize the real-world
applicability of cyberspace security cooperation. We address
the geopolitical considerations that shape international
collaborations, delve into the legal frameworks governing
cyber investment and cooperation activities, and discuss the
role of technical innovations and emerging technologies in

DEFENDING THE FUTURE

bolstering cyber defenses. By grounding our discussions in
practicality, we seek to equip readers with the knowledge and
tools necessary to navigate the ever-evolving landscape of
cyberspace security cooperation.

We acknowledge that cyberspace security cooperation
comes with its own set of challenges. Conflicting national
interests, divergent legal frameworks, and political influences
can complicate efforts to forge effective partnerships. To
address these complexities, we present nuanced discussions
that encourage critical thinking and foster informed dialogue.
By exploring the intersection of national defense strategies and
security considerations, we aim to guide policymakers and
practitioners in navigating the intricate trade-offs inherent in
this field.

To newcomers, we extend our warmest welcome and
encourage you to embrace the exciting and ever-evolving field
of cyberspace security cooperation. For experienced
practitioners and policymakers, we express our gratitude for
your dedication and unwavering commitment to defending our
digital future.

We hope that “Defending the Future: U.S. Cyberspace
Security Cooperation Post the Ukraine War Era” serves as a
valuable companion on your journey. May its insights inspire
collaboration, foster innovative approaches, and empower
individuals and organizations to effectively address the
challenges of our interconnected world. Together, let us
embark on this vital mission to safeguard our digital landscape
for generations to come.




